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son Shivaji had a baby boy and he died." The messenger
then delivered to the king's wondering ears the following
verbatim message, entrusted to him by the old queen.
"When my son Shivaji died," had said Tarabai "his
widow Bhavanibai was pregnant. Three months after
her husband's death she gave birth to a son in Panhala.
To save the boy from the jealous hatred of Rajasbai, I
induced Bhavanibai to entrust her boy to a trustworthy
Rajput couple. The wife had just lost her baby, but she
still had milk in her breast and she declared herself
willing to nurse the royal child in place of her own. The
same niglit I gave the little prince so large a dose of
opium, that he passed into a death-like sleep. At midnight
I and Bhavanibai began to scream at the top of our voices.
When the guard came to ask what the matter was, we told
them that the little boy was dead. Afterwards I got
leave from Sambhaji to bury the prince's body. As I went,
I handed it over to the Rajput's wife. I took a piece of
cloth and wrapped it round a loaf and two dead fowls,
so as to make tho bundle look like my grandson's corpse.
I then buried the bundle in a hole in the ground on
the slopes of Panhala hill. In this way I deceived the
guards and made them think that I had buried Shivaji's
son. *

"In tho meantime the Rajput and his wife took the baby
to Bavade village, where with my permission they told the
story to Bhagwantrao Ramchandraf. For five years he
provided them with money, A rumour that the prince
was still alive reached the ears of Rajasbai, who began a
vigorous search for her husband's nephew. To escape
detection the Rajput and his wife took the child into the
Konkan, where they stayed for two years unmolested.
Then the prince's fostermother died. The Rajput there-
upon took the boy to Pangaon and obtained the protection
of Daryabai Nimbalkar. She hid him in the house of a

*Sardeaai til (unpublished) Shivaji died in t723.

f The son of Eamchoudra Nilkanth near Bars! in Sholapur District.